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CLOSE-OFF for the VINTAGE  VIEWPOINT  
is 7.30pm Friday following the Wed meeting 1st Wed each month. 

Email: vintage.viewpoint@xtra.co.nz 

VINTAGE CAR CLUB MARLBOROUGH 
BRANCH PO BOX 422 : BLENHEIM 

E: Marlborough@vcc.org.nz 

 

YOUR PHOTOS 
& ARTICLES 

 

Your newsletter needs photos 

- if you have any from the 

runs or morning tea’s / nog-

gin’ n natter please  

send them to the Editor 

vintage.viewpoint@xtra.co.nz  

If you are unable to send via 

email / OR talk to Mac  

EVENTS : February 2026 

Sun 15th Feb : Leave the park at 11 for a ride to Rai Valley  

Sun 22 Feb. -   Fish n Chips, Shelley Beach Picton -  5.30pm 

Fri: 27th   Natter & Noggin,  Dessert Night.  
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Chairman’s Report 

Hi Team, 
 

We are now thirty-nine days into the new year of 2026, which by my calculations and assuming 
my teachers at Khandallah School all those 60-plus years ago taught me correctly - means there are only 326 
days until Christmas. That tells me our committee has plenty of work ahead to keep you all enthused and                      
entertained throughout the year. 
 

The three events we’ve held so far have been a solid start. First, opening our New Year with a BBQ and shed 
visit to Rick Gleeson’s to admire his collections; then Forrest’s and The Vines for lunch and coffee; and finally, 
this weekend’s Heritage Day at the Park. 
 

Yesterday’s Heritage Day, our annual showcase of Brayshaw Park, was a bit of a mixed bag. 
A huge thank you to everyone who made sure the grounds, gardens, lawns, museums, and displayed vehicles 
looked their absolute best for the public. That includes the cakes and biscuits donated by the many bakers to the 
kitchen and the ’cooks’ at the BBQ, the food offered was consistently high standard as always. Thanks also to all 
those who dedicated their time to make the day a memorable one. 
 

Thank you to everyone who took the time to display motorcycles, cars and trucks, vintage and classic -  this 
takes time and effort on your part and it is appreciated. 
 

Heritage Day is a wonderful opportunity for the 15-plus societies based at the Park to show the public what they 
do - whether sewing, making, restoring, or demonstrating traditional skills and crafts. Add to that the working 
model boats and trains, farm machinery and blacksmithing displays, all giving visitors a glimpse into how life 
once worked and how things were made and achieved in days gone by. 
 

The day is traditionally topped off by the Grand Parade, led by the Scottish Pipe Band, with participants following 
in their historic vehicles around the Park circuit. Over many years this has been a great day out for all and a yes-
terday’s was a real success. 
 

Unfortunately, the event was not as well attended as many in the past. Reflecting on this, it’s worth noting that 
there was a lot happening around Marlborough over Waitangi Weekend. It’s also important to remember that 
Heritage Day is not a VCC event, but a Brayshaw Park (Administrators) event and it shouldn’t be confused or 
compared with Daffodil Day, which enjoys major community support and advertising. 
 

That said, I do have concerns about some of the planning decisions: 

• Holding the event on Waitangi Day (Friday) rather than Saturday 

• Very limited advertising—I personally saw only one Facebook advert 

• Placing the Army vehicle display outside the front entry gates 

• Charging $5 per adult instead of a gold coin donation 

• Closing off the Park so all entrants must come through one gate, which is located in the centre of the Park 
- resulting in half the Park being free entry and half being charged 

 

All of the above, in my view, reflect poor planning. Other events competing for attention included: 

• The circus is in town 

• A large Rangitane family Hui at Grovetown 

• An aviation event at Omaka Airfield 

• The Ruapuna Skope Classic car racing, which drew enthusiasts out of town 
 

And last, but certainly not least, many of our 265 members did not display their vehicles or show support on the 
day, which was disappointing. Admittedly there were other factors as well: the final long weekend of an unsettled 
holiday season, overcast weather that only became sunny and hot after 2pm with our event that finished by 3pm. 
 

I don’t have all the answers. However, a questionnaire sent to VCC members a year or so ago produced                      
unanimous  responses to two questions: What can you put into your club? and What do you want from your 
club?  Nearly every reply said the same thing - we like the club and events as they are; more of the same. 
 

So I ask you: where is your support? Where are your thoughts and ideas for moving forward? Speak up. 
 

Moving on, in early March Chris and I are off to the AGM in Christchurch, so any requests, suggestions, grizzle’s 
let us know. With the (VCC) constitution sorted I’m guessing the next thing to be discussed there will be the area 
reps feedback on the new areas agreed on throughout the country. I have no idea how this may be worked out 
but time will tell. 
 

The spares no2 shed shelf modifications are progressing well by a team of enthusiastic handymen, or builders, a 
lot of space seems to have been gained by condensing up the shelving  area. 
 

Finally I wish to  thank again the team of enthusiastic ladies (and at times David and Trevor) who keep the                     
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It was pleasing to see the good turnout of members to view Rick Gleesons collection of number plates.  The                     
history on the lettering and markings on the plates was most interesting. We also had a look at his little ford truck 
under resto.   Our lunch venue was at Boom Town , Forrest Winery.  Unfortunately no coffee cart available there 
so after lunch some continued onto Vines Village for a hot drink.  

Heritage Day will be over by the time you get this, so Thanks to all Members for your support for another                    
successful day. 

Cath Millar 

Club Captain’s Report  

morning teas and wheels in the kitchen turning. I would like to name each of them but for fear of missing one of 
these special people out I won’t, however you lovely ladies know who you are and those who come in every 
Wednesday for our morning tea and those of you who come in on other open days and special occasions you are 
very much appreciated and Thank You from us all.  
 

One more thing, Chris de Wagt has been our newsletter editor and expert in this area for a decade or so, she has 
excelled in her job to provide us with our monthly magazine on time every month. Chris has advised us with  
plenty of warning that she will be retiring from this job in next AGM and has offered this opportunity to any                
capable club member. So far I have not heard of anyone taking this position up with training, however I would like 
to thank you very much Chris for a sterling job and all your patient hard work over a long period of years and yes 
we will relieve you to go riding motorbikes with Mac in far away places. You have done well and we appreciate 
the work you have put into the magazine. Thankyou. 
 

A few of our team are struggling a bit health wise, have been in hospital or hospice for a break recently. You are 
not forgotten, you are still part of our team, do your best to keep healthy and if you are able get to our events or 
Wednesday morning teas if you can. Keep in touch. 
 

Well folks that’s all for this month. 

Cheers Rob. 

‘The Number Plate Run” 

Photos :  

Jon Haack 
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Secretary’s Scribblings 

It is hard to believe that the first month of the year has gone already. It will be Christmas again before we know it! 

Your committee has had our second meeting of the year and are busy organising events for your enjoyment. 

If anyone has ideas of venues for runs, or collections we could visit, please let us know. We are always looking 

for new places to visit. 

From The Committee meeting on Wednesday. 

By the time you read this, Heritage Day will have been and gone. I hope you bought your Heritage Vehicle up for 

the display on Saturday. If so, you would have been able to be judged in several categories, if not, then you do 

not have a chance to showcase you pride and joy. 

The gardens and grounds are looking great. Thanks to Cath, John and Jim for keeping these looking great,               

although the very welcome summer rain has made the job so much easier with not having to irrigate, although 

the weeds love the rain also. 

There is a bit of a change happening in the museum. Some of the displays will be shifted around, and it is always 

great to see different vehicles on display. 

The new Branch Constitution, which was voted on and approved at the AGM in May has finally been lodged with 

the Incorporated Societies Registrar. Once approve by us, we had to send it to our National office in Christchurch 

to be approved first. This was done so we are legal going ahead after April. 

We discussed Membership at the meeting. Some five years ago we had 320 members here in Marlborough. This 

year we will be down to below 250, after some people have resigned, taking deaths into consideration and those 

members who, for whatever reason decide to not renew their membership. There seems to be a core group of 

ten or so members who do not pay their subscription when they get their invoice in September or October. They 

are usually the same people year on year. This creates a huge amount of work from both National Office who 

send out 2 or 3 reminders and your secretary who is also chasing up these members with emails and phone 

calls. In the future, please renew as soon as you get the Invoice, and a huge thanks to the bulk of members who 

do so at the time. Those members who have not renewed their sub will be struck off the list in early March. 

We also discussed the number of members we have who are active in the Branch. Probably only 15% to 20% of 

members are seen on runs and functions or are helping around the area. If you are not active and feel we need 

to do things differently, please let me know so we can change things to suit. Interestingly, a few years ago when 

we did a survey that was emailed or posted to all members only about 18% were returned and those thought we 

were doing a good job. Those who are not involved, can you please let us know why you are not. What are we 

doing wrong!! 

The National President has sent an email outlining that on 16th August 1946, the Vintage Car Club came into                                    

being, so this year is 80 years since that date. There has been  a commemorative brand developed and will be 

displayed in Club correspondence and Beaded Wheels. 

Beside this, our Branch has sent a letter to the President and all branches suggesting that the VCC logo and                 

operational name should be changed to Heritage Motoring New Zealand. This would reflect that Heritage covers 

all our vehicles and what we do. We will see what happens with this. I have not heard back in reply, but I have 

asked this be put on the agenda for the National VCC executive Meeting to be held in Christchurch on 7th and 8th 

May. 

Have a great month of Heritage Motoring. 

Chris Bird 
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One month gone already and a very quiet one, not a lot happening in the kitchen for January.  Natter and noggin 
was again a good evening with twenty five people and plenty of variety with the food.    

Another Heritage day has been and gone and  I would like to thank all those that supplied baking as well as all 
those ladies that gave their time in the kitchen during the day and to the bacon buttie cooks  THANK YOU.  

February natter and noggin will be a dessert night. The main course will be provided. This is on Friday February 
27th. 

Thats all for this month  

Cheers from the kitchen ladies. 

Update from Your Kitchen Custodian 

Blokes in the Shed… 
The three new shelving units in the no. 2 shed are now completed thanks to a huge effort by an enthusiastic,          

willing and dedicated team over a couple of weeks in January. A thanks to Trevor and the motorcycle boys for 

providing us with temporary storage for the large pallet of donated MDF, also to Graeme Edwards and his team 

from the Woodworkers Guild for providing the facilities to cut the MDF to appropriate size.  

A coordinated program involved relocating literally tons of stock, dismantling and denailing existing shelving units, 

collecting and storing new building materials, marking precise locations for the three new units, then constructing 

the new units to the pre planned dimensions. Finally, we are now locating stock back to the new units and working 

through the process of deciding exactly what goes where.  

The process has already exceeded well over 250 voluntary bloke hours and has been a most rewarding exercise. 

A huge thank you to Jon Haack for his part in the construction and for doing what he was told without ever              

complaining - not even once. During the build, we discovered that the floor wasn’t level and the two existing             

central poles weren’t vertical. We later discovered that Jon’s builders square wasn’t square and that the club level 

wasn’t level, so it all worked out in the end. Not even a hint of Sod’s Law eventuated.  

Visitors from other branches are very complementary of our systems, progress and direction. We have been                     

receiving enquiries for parts from all over the country and have been able to send parts to customers from as far 

afield as the Far South and Northland.  

The skip is used by the team for scrap, mainly for the heavier steel items. There is increasing irritation with other 

people using the metal skip as a dump - such as the queen size innersprung mattress (with fabric removed), 

along with a recent dumping of old curtain track and venetian blinds. These are of no scrap value and have cost 

the club money to remove. A reminder that all payments collected by the custodians contribute to the smooth          

operation of the Marlborough branch of the VCC for the benefit of us all. We believe our prices to be fair and               

reasonable, based on our general knowledge and considerable experience.  

We had a visit a few weeks ago from someone seeking parts. When informed of the price, he suddenly changed 

the subject and proceeded to describe the ancestry of us, the custodians, in a most colourful way. He has vowed 

never to return; perhaps the Genealogy Society would appreciate his advice.  

nibble  

New members for the month. 

Norman Geary, Canvastown, 1970 Morris 1300, 1950 Vincent Rapide M/C, 1964 Landrover 

Warwick Lissaman, Seddon, 1956 Wolseley 6/90 

Berwick Taylor, transfer from Auckland. 
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Heritage Day 2026  -  Photos : Linda Laing 
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Motorcycle Report 

Early in the new year several members attended the Nelson classic bike show and swap meet, I didn’t hear of 

any rash purchasers and the two Marlborough Harley owners showed great restraint in not taking home the                 

original paint and running 1934 Harley sitting on the trailer, rumor is it went south to a new home in Christchurch. 

Several members joined up with the local Norton club for a ride to Murchison to view a motorcycle collection 

there, thanks to Barry for organizing that. 

The first run after Christmas was short and sharp up to the Wairau Valley Tavern, Roger had the Square four and 

Phil had the Triumph Bumble Bee and a familiar face from the past, Chris dug out the BSA and fired it back to 

life, it was a good turnout with nineteen people.   

The weekend following the monthly run a handful of us met up with the Nelson classic club at the Trout, a              

collection of about thirty bikes all up filled the car park. Every time we visit the Trout the management team rolls 

out at least one bike to park up alongside ours, this time it was 2 BSA’s and a Triumph which we hadn’t seen                             

before with the promise of more yet to come. 

Our monthly Wednesday night rides have seemed to coincide with heavy rain and have all ended up being                        

cancelled recently. Finally we got a fine Wednesday and managed a ride to Rarangi without getting wet, good to 

see Laurie has the BSA running smoothly now and getting a few miles on it. 

 

Motorcycle Calendar Sunday 15th Feb : Leave the park at 11 for a ride to Rai Valley  

Motorcycle Run to Picton  14th Dec’25                 
Photos Gerry Spencer 
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 VEHICLE VALUATIONS 
Classic, vintage vehicles and all Trucks 

 

For Insurance, Tax man and Lawyers.  
35 years' experience with  valuations in  

Nelson & Marlborough Area.  
Give me a call and  I will  come to you. 

 

Patrick Pascoe  City Motors Ltd   RMVT    
Phone 0274421786 

Specialising in Independent,  Unbiased Vehicle Inspections 
 

6 Dodson Street 
 

7.30 - 5pm Mon to Fri / 8am to noon Sat  

P: (03) 577 9942 

 

 

 

Craig Noble  027 577 5166  
40 Park Terrace, Blenheim 

 

Riversiderefinishers@yahoo.co.nz 
www.riversiderefinishers.co.nz 

 

RADIATOR SERVICES  
44 MAIN STREET - BLENHEIM  (1983) 

RADIATORS - RECORES  

EXCHANGE - REPAIRS 

& CLEANING 

Blacks Fasteners Blenheim 
Leaders in Quality Selection and Service 

Leading Brand Product - Specialist Knowledge 

Efficient Service The largest stockist of bolts, nuts and building 

fasteners at competitive prices 

1 Sutherland Tce - Blenheim 

P: 03 579 6280  F: 03 578 0835 
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PURCHASING PARTS  from THE SPARES SHED  
 

Any parts advertised for sale  from the Parts Shed are able to be inspected                                                  
Wednesday mornings.  

 

Contact: Tris Winstanley  

M: 0274440834 

Fordson E83W  

selection of parts.           

Vintage era steel rear trunk  complete with lid and 

corner fittings etc. Open to offers. 

Wolseley 1250cc Engine 

complete with after market cast aluminium tappet cov-
er.                     

1934 to 1937 International  

light truck C1 ?, excellent chassis on powder coated 
wheels with new tyres, two engines, rear axle , two 

front axles, drive shaft, fuel tank, front                      
fenders plus other sheet metal                                                   

and woodwork for patterns, POA.                   

Essex Four  

engine and rear axle assembly.  

Ford Escort  n.o.s.  
water pump. P. O. A.   

Dodge light truck  

s/v engine circa 1953/4.  

Dodge car radiator surround,  

circa 1930/31, has a good badge.  

Chevrolet  

radiator badge selection.  

Hupmobile 
An assorted selection of mid to late 20s Hupmobile 

mechanical parts 

1930s Morris Minor  

Front axle with wheels and bumper       

MGB 1.800 engines.  

One complete and turns over. 

1923 Swift tourer project,  

car is completely dismantled but is reputed to be 

complete (no guarantees) POA to custodians.  
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Marlborough BRANCH OFFICERS 

Patron:Trevor Harris       578 4142 
 

Chair Person : Rob Galloway  (Adelle)                                          
Mobile  021 129 9133    578 2395                    
 

Club Captain : Cath Millar (Kevin) 
Mobile  021 208 9166    579 1147 
 

Assistant to the Club Captain: 
Jim McLean (Jean)                                021 0257 3069 
 

Secretary: Chris Bird                      027 247 1089 
 

Treasurer:  
Geradine (Ged) Haack,  (Jon)                027 275 6514 
 

Committee 
Ross Broadbridge (Rose)                      027 212 2902 
Gerry Roodakker, (Jeannine)                022 030 4908 
Dale Nicholas  (Bill)                            021 0265 7507 
Gary Vercoe (Sue)                            578 8570 
Jim McLean (Jean)                                021 0257 3069 
John Russell  (Mary)                            020 409 77312 
 

Model ‘A’ & ‘T’ Custodian : 
Kevin Millar (Catherine)   579 1147 
 

Mini Custodian : Rob Galloway  (Adelle)     578 2395 
 

Motorcycle Section Rep (s) 
Trevor Harris                     578 4142 
Glenn Harris (Paula)    577 6453 
 

Examiners    
Paul Radmall, (Daphne)                         027 577 8328 
Pat Pascoe                               573 8964 
Roy Gardiner                                          021 126 9229 
 

Parts Custodians 
Tris Winstanley                         027 444 0834 
Neville Grant  (Yvonne)                         021 195 7709 
Gerry Roodakker (Jeannine)                 022 030 4908 
Mac McKercher  (Chris)                        021 266 4966 
 

Electrical  
Tiger Lyons (Eileen)        027 2014239 
Arfa Anderson                                         027 444 4537 
 

Security - Mike Gray (Karen)                 0274 303 001 
 

Librarian: Barry Wilson (Margie)          578 1587 
 

Museum Manager 
Ross Broadbridge (Rose)                      027 212 2902 
 

Museum Custodians 
Bill Nicholas (Dale)                             027 578 4322  
Don Laing (Linda)                                   027 315 6227  
Gary Vercoe (Sue)             578 8570 
John Monson (Dot)                   578 9044   
Kevin Jackson (Helen)                 021 102 8871 
Keith Thoms (Chris)                               020 4193 6671  
Mike Gray (Karen)                                  027 4303 001         
Peter Able (Lois)                                     027 200 6976 
Laurie Stevenson (Elizabeth)                  022 417 6341 
      

Kitchen Custodian :  
Dale Nicholas (Bill)                              021 02657 507  
 

Grounds Administrator 
Cath Millar  (Kevin)                   579 1147 
John Russell  (Mary)                            020 409 77312 
Jim McLean (Jean)                                021 0257 3069 
 

Beaded Wheels Scribe       
 

 

Photographer                                     
Linda Laing (Don)                          021 09054895 
 E: lindylaing@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor  
Chris de Wagt (Mac)                     021 251 4322  
E: vintage.viewpoint@xtra.co.nz  
 

Newsletter Distribution 
Barry & Margie Wilson            578 1587 
 

Health & Safety Officer 
Gary Vercoe (Sue)                   578 8570 
 

Delegates to the Executive 
Chris Bird                                                027 247 1089 
Observer:  
Rob Galloway  (Adelle)              578 2395 
 

Brayshaw Park Admin Delegates  
Don Laing (Linda)                                027 315 6227 
Gerry Roodakker (Jeannine)                    022 030 4908 
 

Branch Spokesperson 
Rob Galloway  (Adelle)              578 2395 
 

 
Clubrooms Phone :                578 0616 
 

Website: www.marlboroughvcc.com 

What’s on this month 

Fri: 27th Feb -  Natter & Noggin,  Dessert Night.  

Sun 15th Feb - Motorcycles leave the park at 11am for a ride to Rai Valley  

Sun 22nd Feb -   Fish n Chips, Shelley Beach Picton -  5.30pm 

What’s on next 

month 

Sat. 7 Mar -  Rai Valley Show 

Sun 15 Mar -  Hospice Car Show. Waterlea Racecourse. 

mailto:lindylaing@gmail.com
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